LIGHTING DESIGN
CHECKLIST
HERE IS A LIST OF KEY FACTORS TO CONSIDER
WHEN THINKING ABOUT LIGHTING IN A
COMMERCIAL PROJECT

Lighting design is both an art and a science. Designers are concerned about the
aesthetics, the art of lighting. They must also utilize considerable technical
knowledge, and keep current with new technology, the science of lighting. But
above all, lighting is for people, so there must be an understanding of the visual
quality users need for health, safety, and entertainment. All of this must be
accomplished while factoring in the impact to economics and the environment.
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LIGHTING CRITERIA TO BE CONSIDERED
Level of Illumination
Visual comfort: the level of light in a
room, the balance of contrasts, the
color ‘temperature’ and the absence
or presence of glare
Visual performance: the ability of the
eye to perceive
Safety: meet fire safety legislation
Uniformity and Ratios of Illuminance
Uniform lighting across individual task
areas
Contrast Ratio. A good level of
contrast for adjacent areas is
important so as to create an
interesting environment for people
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Glare
Discomfort glare: the sensation of
annoyance or even pain induced by
overly bright sources
Disability glare: the reduction in
visibility caused by intense light
sources in the field of view

Color and Room Reflectance
Correlated Color Temperature (CCT)
(2700K - 5000K)
Color Rendering Index (CRI) (Should
be greater than 80)
Reflection
Ceilings: 70-90%
Walls: 50-80%
Floor: 20-40%
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LIGHTING DESIGN TECHNIQUE:
Layers of Light

They are used to create a visually comfortable environment appropriate for the uses
of a space. Used correctly, they can add depth and dimension to the architecture, as
well as maximize its functionality.

General (or ambient) Lighting: the
main source of illumination in a space
Task Lighting: used to illuminate an
area for a specific task
Accent Lighting: directional lighting
which highlights and accentuates
certain areas or objects
Decorative Lighting: purely
ornamental and installed for aesthetic
effect
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN DESIGNING
COMMERCIAL LIGHTING

Size and shape of the space
Traffic patterns through the
space
Room usage
Ceiling height and shape
Wall colors
Art work and highlight areas

Apply for a 30 minutes Initial Project Discovery
call with a lighting expert by clicking below:
Request a Project
Discovery Call

Alessio Urso is a sought after architectural
lighting designer in the adaptive reuse and hospitality
market.
He is well known for creating visually impacting spaces
without negatively affecting the project’s complexity,
schedule, and budget.

44 MIlton Ave. Suite 104, Alpharetta, GA 30009
T. 470.265.1292
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